22      CHARACTERS   OF   THE   REFORMATION
From these two men, Pascal and Descartes,
proceeded the two strains of influence which,
between them, threatened to wreck the Catholic
culture. Rationalism was its product, and first
the deism and then the atheism of generations
not yet born. Pascal and the Jansenists whom he
defended acted as a support to the Huguenot
revolt against the popular Church in their own
country. The support was not fully conscious
and never took the form of active rebellion, but
it worked like a leaven throughout the generations
to come, and went to swell the attack on the
Faith which, spread so widely in Catholic countries
and especially France, threatened at last, two hun-
dred years afterwards, during the nineteenth
century, that till recently many thought the
Church was doomed to decline and early ex-
tinction*
Meanwhile, two other things were at work
which would also in the future militate against
that Catholic culture in Europe by which alone
civilization could be saved. The first was nation-
alism, and the second the growth in wealth and
power of the anti-Catholic Protestant culture
in the West.
Nationalism began, not in the worship of
the nation, but in the worship of the Prince.
As in the case of Jansenism, the  Catholic